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FIRST NATIOWAT YOUNG JUDAEAN CANP COIPLETES SEASON

Tel Yehudah — An Eﬁiperiment in Creghive Jewish living

Tel Yehudah, the firs‘b national camp of Young Judaeca; has successfully
completed its first season of ‘cperation. Functicairz on a model and experi-
mental basis, Tel Yehudah has succeeded in creating a dymamic Jewish community
of young people between the ages of 1, and 17. The camp was located in thé
heart of the Blue Ridge Mountains at Brandels Camp Institute of the South, in
Hendersonville, kaith uarolma. A select group of 99 campers with a staff of
20 members under the .;:hrect*on of Norman Schanin; the Executive Director of Na~-
tional Young Judaea, *f.ae{'rw the Tel Yehudah commnity. The campers came from .
many parts of the c;ountry:_‘ and represented a cross-section of American Jewish
'you.t.h. | ‘ : |

. Tel Yehudah Wa% an experiment in creative camping and Jewish livings The
program offered "t".}.ié'.’;‘;‘rouhg people an opportunity to direct their energies, abili-
ties, and interests along creative Jewish lines, The camﬁ_experience utilized
the best products and techniques of the American I'.jewish éommunity, of Israel,
| and American democz;acy. Work, supervised st.udy, organized and free play, crea-
tive arts, and self-government were the areas expli;i'e’d by the Tel Yehudah caxp
experiment. \

The camp func‘bion‘é'd in a cociperati\.re and democratic spi rrb. ';‘he cami:ers
and staff shared the responsibility of operating and maintaining the camp
through self-labor. -The supervised study program presented contemporary Jevmu_
life and its problems. An understandlng of Israel, its importance in modern
Jems’h”ai‘i‘alrs, and its positive relationship to the American Je_wis‘h community

" - provided a maj,or 4nterest in the study program. The 'éxt:elléht“physical facili-
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ties of the Brandeis Camp enabled Tel Yehudah to carry on an extensive re-
‘creational yrogran during the entire season. The creative energies and in-
terests of the canmpers were given expression in the arts program éf Tel Yehudah,
vhich featured music, dance, dramatics, and crafts. Original material was pro-~
duced at camp in each of these artistic fields. The outstanding accomplish-

ment of Tel Yeundah was its self-governments A camp council, representing

each cottage or bunk, the counselors, and the administration, met periodically f/f
to discuss ¢amp problems and procedures, Tel Yehudah was truly an experiment

in democratic Jewish living. ’

The program content was Hebraic in characters 'Tel Yehudah.was an English
‘speaking camp that used a maximum of ﬁgbrew terminology and vocabulary. More
than elghty percent of the campers voluntarily attended Hebrew study groups - i
duriﬁg their free timee No camper left Tel Yehudah vithout a fluent reading - - 2

knovledge of Hebrew and a familiarity with conversational Hebrew,

Tel Yehucdah, the first national camp of Young Judaea, has succeeded in

setting the standards to be followed by other Young Judzea camping programs

throughout the countrye.
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